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Biffle Bug Jr. just as namesake said to build it


"Smaller, but not too little" were the directions given by BASS Elite Series angler Tommy Biffle to Gene Larew designers, makers of the angler's signature series Biffle Bug. "It's got to work with the same size hooks and weights of my HardHead™, because the weight of the heads and the strong Owner hooks are what make this free-swinging combo so deadly."


The brand new Biffle Bug Jr., a 3.5" downsized version of the original 4.25" bug. Junior has all of the same family features, including the hollow oval-shaped body to hold a rattle and/or flotation materials, along with those crazy-kicking legs and the characteristic cupped tail. 


While Biffle's not a guy known for downsizing anything, he wanted the smaller bait for expanding his options. "The smaller bug will have its advantages in certain conditions, especially in really clear water and when forage is small. Also, this size bait and active legs make it an awesome trailer for a jig." 


Biffle and his bug started an entirely new fishing technique, now called bottom buggin', with his BASS Elite win a year ago on Ft. Gibson Lake in Oklahoma. The bait and technique have since taken the country by storm. 


The Biffle Bug Jr. comes in all the same colors as the original bug, plus both models get an additional 10 new colors for 2012, including Mossy Pumpkin, Delta Craw, Peacock Pepper, Peanut Butter & Jelly and more.  


And, just as Biffle requested, Junior works with all four Biffle HardHead sizes and Owner hooks: 3/16 ounce with a 3/0 hook, and the 5/16, 7/16 and 11/16 ounce sizes with their 4/0 hooks. The football-shaped HardHead has an internal wire form that can’t pull out, and with its line tie and hook hanger exiting the surface at 90-degrees to each other. 


The angle is important because it helps maintain the retrieve attitude of the loosely attached hook so that the head bumps, jumps, and rocks and rolls over cover properly while allowing the bug to make the most of its full free-ranging movement. The bottom buggin’ technique, where the angler steadily retrieves the head and bug combo by reeling, not dragging it like a worm, is said to be the soft plastic version of fishing bottom-bumping crankbaits. 


For more information on the Biffle Bug Jr. and Biffle HardHead, including a video by Tommy Biffle on how to rig and fish the combination, visit www.GeneLarewLures.com. 
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